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	  IMPORTANT	  PERSONALITIES	  IN	  NEWS	  	  2017	  
	  
1. Law expert Neeru Chadha has been elected to the International Tribunal for the Law of the 
Seas (ITLOS). With this election, she has become the first Indian women to win a crucial election 
to a top UN judicial body that deals with disputes related to the law of the sea 
 
2. India’s Skipper Virat Kohli has created a record by becoming the quickest batsman to score 
8000 runs in one-day international cricket beating South Africa’s AB de Villier’s record by seven 
fewer innings. 
 
3. In a first Preet Kaur Gill has become the first Sikh to be elected to the British Parliament’s 
House of Commons. Similarly, Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi has become the first turban-wearing Sikh 
to be elected to the House of Commons. 
 
4. Sahithi Pingali, a twelfth grader from Bengaluru will get a minor planet in Milky Way named 
after her as a reward for developing an integrated mobile phone app and lake monitoring kit to 
monitor pollution in water bodies. 
 
5. KPS Gill, an IPS officer of the Assam-Meghalaya cadre of the 1958 batch, who is often 
credited with rooting out militancy in Punjab has passed away at the age of 82. 
 
6. British actor Roger Moore, who played the much famed secret agent James Bond, has passed 
away at the age of 89.  
 
7. The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has released a two-part book series written by the eminent 
agricultural scientist Dr. M.S. Swaminathan. The series is titled – M.S. Swaminathan: The Quest 
for a world without hunger. Dr. M S Swaminathan is known as the Father of the Green Revolution 
in India  
 
8. Anshu Jamsenpa, a native of Bomdila in Arunachal Pradesh has scripted history by becoming 
the first Indian woman to scale Mount Everest for the fourth time. 
 
9.  French President Emmanuel Macron has appointed Edouard Philippe as the new prime 
minister of France.  
 



10. World Health Organization (WHO) has appointed Amitabh Bachchan as its Goodwill 
Ambassador for Hepatitis in South-East Asia Region. 
 
 
11.  Twitter has elevated Taranjeet Singh as its Country Director for India. 
 
12. Moon Jae-in has been declared winner in South Korea’s presidential election by that country’s 
National Election Commission. 
 
13. Srishti Kaur of India has been crowned Miss Teen Universe 2017 at Managua, the capital of 
Nicaragua.  
 
14. IPS officer Rajiv Rai Bhatnagar has been appointed as the Director-General of the Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF). 
 
15. Veteran filmmaker and actor Kasinadhuni Viswanath has been conferred Dadasaheb Phalke 
award for 2016 by the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting. 
 
16. Emma Morano, the world’s oldest woman has passed away in Italy at the age of 117. She 
was the last known person born in the 19th century who was still alive. 
 
17. United Nations (UN) Secretary General Antonio Guterres has bestowed the highest honour 
UN Messenger of Peace upon Nobel Peace Prize laureate Malala Yousafzai. UN has 
declared  12 July as ‘Malala Day’ in her honour 
 
18. The Pulitzer Prize is an annual award for achievements in newspaper, magazine and online 
journalism, literature, and musical composition in the United States.  
 
19. Five-time Parliamentarian and BJP’s firebrand leader Yogi Adityanath (44) was sworn in as 
the 21st Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. 
 
20. Trivendra Singh Rawat (56) was sworn in as ninth Chief Minister of Uttarakhand. 
 
21. Senior tribal leader from Chhattisgarh and ex-parliamentarian Nand Kumar Sai (71) took 
charge as Chairperson of National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) in Delhi. 
 
22. Shurhozelie Liezitsu (81) was sworn-in as the 17th Chief Minister of Nagaland. 
 
23. Edappadi K Palaniswamy was sworn in as the 13th chief minister of Tamil Nadu. 
 
24. Delhi Police Commissioner and Senior IPS officer Alok Kumar Verma was appointed as new 
Director of the Central Bureau of Investigation. 
 
25. President Pranab Mukherjee has appointed Prof David R Syiemlieh as the Chairman of the 
Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) as per Article 316 of Constitution.  
 
26. Air Chief Marshal Birender Singh Dhanoa took charge as the 22nd Chief of the Air Staff 
(CoAS) of the Indian Air Force (IAF). He succeeded Arup Raha who retires from the service. 
 
27. Eminent modern Bengali poet Shankha Ghosh was chosen for the prestigious Jnanpith 
Award for the year 2016 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  


